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1. EMBASSY FILES RELATED TO THE INDIDENT CONTAIN ONLY REFTELS 
C AND D, AS REFTEL B HAS BEEN RETIRED. WE CAN CONFIRM THAT 

THE YUGOSLAV AGRICULTURAL BANK LOST $1.8 MILLION IN A LOAN TRANS- 
ACTION INVOLVING ROBIN INTERNATIONAL, THE FRENCH BANQUE DE 
L7NDOCHINE AND EX-INVEST OF DUSSELDORF. THE INCIDENT WAS GIVEN 
VERY WIDE PUBLICITY HERE AND AT LEAST TWO DIRECTOS OF THE 
YUGOSLAV BANK WERE SENTENCED TO LONG TERMS IN JAIL FOR THEIR PART 
IN THE EPISODE. 

2. WHILE THE EMBASSY HAS NO OTHER DOCUMENTS OR CLIPPINGS ON THE 
INCIDENT, A PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEE OF THE COMMERCIAL SECTION 
REMEMBERS THE PRESS COVERAGE GIVEN THE CASE. HE RECALLS THAT 
ROBIN INTERNATIONAL ACTED AS A BROKER IN A TRANSACTION OF A 
LARGE SUM OF MONEY FROM THE BANQUE OF INDOCHINA AND THAT FOR 
UNKNOWN REASONS THE TRANSACTION WAS NOT SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED, 
BUT THE BROKERAGE FEE OF AT LEAST $1 MILLION WAS KEPT BY ROBIN 
INTERNATIONAL. IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER ROBIN INTERNATIONAL ACTED 
ETHICALLY. IT IS CERTAIN (ACCORDING TO THE EMPLOYEE) THAT THERE 
WAS WIDESPREAD FEELING WITHIN YUGOSLAVIA THAT THE MONEY SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN RETURNED. WE STRESS THAT THE ABOVE ACCOUNT HAS NOT 
BEEN VERIFIED BY THE EMBASSY. 
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3. THERE IS NO RECORD OF NICKOLAS REISINI IN THE EMBASSY RECORDS. 
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TO DETERMINE HIS CURRENT LEGAL STATUS IN YUGOSLAVIA WOULD REQUIRE 
A FORMAL REQUEST TO THE YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT. IN VIEW OF THE 
PUBLICITY GIVEN THIS CASE, AUTHORITIES WOULD BE KEENLY INTERESTED 
IN THE REASON FOR OUR REQUEST. WE ARE NOT CERTAIN AS TO WHETHER 
WE WOULD RECEIVE AN EARLY OR FORTHCOMING REPLY. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD DETERMIN WHETHER 
THE TEXT OF THIS CABLE AND THE REFERENCED CABLES ARE TO BE 
DISCLOSED TO MR. SCOTT. ALSO REQUEST COPY OF REFTEL (B) BE 
REPEATED TO POST. 

SILBERMAN 
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